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Abstract. In the modern world, learning a foreign language is a very important and significant 

process. However, often, when mastering foreign language communicative competence, we are faced 

with a number of problems, including those related to the dialects of the language being studied. In 

this regard, dialect dictionaries help us. They are systematized lexicographical sources that give 

different meanings and forms of words depending on the region in which the language operates. It is 

dialect dictionaries that help to understand complex and contradictory phenomena in various areas 

of linguistic knowledge, thus being a solution for deeper study and knowledge of the language. These 

issues are discussed in this work. The relevance of the study lies in the interest in language dialects, 

the features of their functioning in the context of language systems, as well as in the description of 

all language features in dialect dictionaries. The subject of the study presents the features and 

purpose of various dialect dictionaries. The novelty of the work lies in the description of the formation 

of such dictionaries in a comparative manner, their historical development and purpose in modern 

realities. The practical significance of the study is represented by the possibility of using the material 

and recommendations specified in the work in the educational process and linguistic research 

practices. 
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Аннотация. В современном мире изучение иностранного языка представляет очень важный 

и значимый процесс. Однако зачастую, осваивая иноязычную коммуникативную 

компетенцию, мы сталкиваемся с рядом проблем, в том числе связанных с диалектами 

изучаемого языка. В данном ключе нам помогают диалектные словари. Они представляют 

собой систематизированные лексикографические источники, которые дают различные 

значения и формы слов в зависимости от региона функционирования языка. Именно 

диалектные словари помогают понять сложные и противоречивые явления в различных 

областях лингвистического знания, таким образом, являясь решением для более глубокого 

изучения и познания языка. Данные вопросы рассматриваются в указанной работе.  

Актуальность исследования заключается в интересе к языковым диалектам, особенностям 

их функционирования в контексте языковых систем, а также к описанию всех языковых 

особенностей в диалектных словарях. Предметом исследования представлены особенности 

и назначение разнообразных диалектных словарей. Новизна работы заключается в описании 

становления подобных словарей в сопоставительном плане, их исторического развития и 

назначения в современных реалиях. Практическая значимость исследования представлена 

возможностью использования материала и рекомендаций, указанных в работе, в учебном 

процессе и исследовательских лингвистических практиках.  

 

Ключевые слова: диалектные словари, диалектология, сопоставление, история, 

лингвистические категории, развитие.  

 

Библиографическая ссылка: Лихачева О.Н., Тымчук Е.В. К вопросу о диалектических 

словарях // ЦИТИСЭ. 2024. № 1. C. 620-626. DOI: http://doi.org/10.15350/2409-7616.2024.1.54 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

    Dialect dictionaries are linguistic tools that display the features of a language associated with 

its dialects. Unlike conventional dictionaries, a dialect dictionary contains information about the 
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vocabulary, grammar and phonetics of dialects, allowing researchers and students to dive deeper into 

language learning [1]. 

Dialect dictionaries have a long and interesting history associated with the development of 

linguistic research and the study of various dialects, which began in the 19th century in connection 

with the advent of systematic language study and interest in regional characteristics. Scientists and 

linguists began to realize that the study of different dialects allows for a better understanding of the 

language as a whole and its variability [2]. 

   At the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th centuries, the first works appeared devoted 

to the study of dialects and the creation of dialect dictionaries. One of the early researchers was Jacob 

Grimm, who made significant contributions to the study of Germanic dialects and created their 

dictionary. This work became the starting point for further research and the creation of dialect 

dictionaries in other languages. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

   In the 20th century, linguistic research became more systematic and widespread. Scientists 

from different countries studied the dialects of their regions and created dialect dictionaries. An 

important stage was the use of new research methods, such as recording and analyzing the speech of 

dialect speakers, which made it possible to more accurately describe and classify dialects. 

    Currently, many languages have their own dialect dictionaries, which reflect information 

about vocabulary, grammar, phonetics and other features of dialects. They are a valuable resource for 

linguistic research, language learning and the preservation of regional cultural heritage. 

AUTHORS’ APPROACHES 

   In 1856, the first volume of the Russian Dialect Dictionary was published, edited by 

Academician Alexander Fillipovich Khilkov. This dictionary was the first attempt to systematize and 

describe the various dialects present in Russia. It included more than 10,000 words and expressions 

reflecting the characteristics of various regional variants of the functioning of the Russian language 

[3]. However, it should be noted that the first Russian dialect dictionary was far from ideal. It omitted 

many dialect forms, and did not take into account the diversity of language varieties that exist in 

different social groups and professional environments. 

One of the most famous dialect dictionaries is the Linguistic Atlas of France. This project was 

launched at the beginning of the 20th century and involved the collection and systematization of 

lexical and phonetic data on the dialects that existed in France. The result of the work was a huge 

atlas, including maps with the distribution of dialect words and expressions throughout the country. 

Another example is the Dictionary of American Regional Language Differences. This 

dictionary was created in the mid-20th century and includes lexical items that are used only in certain 

regions of the United States. It provides a valuable source of information about the diversity of 

American English. 

RESULTS 

Dialect dictionaries play an important role in language learning. They help students 

understand and master the features of the language, including its grammar, vocabulary and style [4]. 

Unlike regular dictionaries, dialect dictionaries provide a deeper understanding of a language, 

its context and culture. They contain different meanings of words, expressions and idioms, as well as 

explanations of their use in specific contexts. This helps students not only learn new words, but also 

learn how to use them correctly. 

Dialect dictionaries also help students develop skills in reading and understanding complex 

texts. They provide various examples of the use of words and expressions to help understand their 

meanings and context. 

In addition, dialect dictionaries can help students develop writing and speaking skills [5]. They 

provide various phrases and expressions that can be used to compose texts or communicate in a 
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language. Thus, dialect dictionaries are useful tools for language learning, helping students and other 

learners develop a deep understanding of language and its use in different contexts. 

   Dialect dictionaries differ from regular dictionaries in that they focus on the study and 

documentation of dialects and local variations of a language. They provide information about 

vocabulary, phonetics, grammar and other features of a particular dialect. Compared to general 

dictionaries, dialect dictionaries are usually more detailed and contain more contextual information 

related to the use of a word in a particular dialect environment [6]. 

   When comparing dialect dictionaries in different languages, it becomes clear that there are 

significant interlingual differences. These differences may be due to phonetic features, lexical 

variations, grammatical differences, and cultural nuances. For example, the same word may have 

different meanings or be used in different contexts in different dialects or languages. This reflects the 

richness and diversity of linguistic heritage and cultural traditions. 

    There are many dialects in the English language, such as Scottish, Irish, American and others. 

Dialect dictionaries of English reflect differences in pronunciation, grammar and vocabulary. For 

example, in Scottish dialect the word wee means small, while in standard English it is usually used 

as a synonym for small. Also, in Scottish dialect the word braw means good or beautiful. For example, 

the phrase It's a braw day today is translated as Today is a beautiful day. 

The Italian language is also known for its dialects, which differ by region. Dialect dictionaries 

of the Italian language contain many words and expressions that are unique to certain geographical 

areas. For example, in the Neapolitan dialect the word scugnizzo means boy or guy, while in standard 

Italian it is not used. Also, in the Neapolitan dialect the expression Chiagnere 'e ccuollo means to cry. 

For example, the phrase Nun chiagnere 'e ccuollo is translated as Don't cry. 

The Russian language also has a variety of dialects, especially in rural areas. Dialect 

dictionaries of the Russian language contain many words and expressions that may not be 

understandable to speakers of standard Russian. For example, in the Siberian dialect the word Monday 

can be replaced by panyadelnik or ponyadenik. Also, in the Siberian dialect the word steam means to 

worry or worry. For example, the phrase Don't worry, everything will be fine is translated as Don't 

worry, everything will be fine. 

The purpose of dialect dictionaries is as follows. 

First, they promote vocabulary development by providing information about vocabulary that 

may be unique to a particular dialect. This allows researchers and learners to expand their vocabulary 

and understand the various synonyms and expressions used in different dialects [7]. 

Secondly, they include information about the grammatical features of the dialects, such as 

specific verb forms or syntactic constructions. Dictionaries promote understanding of differences in 

grammar and language use in different regions. 

Thirdly, dialectical dictionaries can also contain information about phonetic features of 

dialects, such as pronunciation or stress. This allows students to distinguish and understand the 

peculiarities in the pronunciation of words in different dialects [8]. 

   The future of dialectical dictionaries presents new opportunities and challenges against the 

backdrop of the development of the IT sphere. Let's consider future changes to dialect dictionaries. 

   With the development of the Internet and mobile technologies, dialect dictionaries can become 

more interactive and accessible to users. This will allow people to learn different dialects and variants 

of the language interactively, listen to the pronunciation of words, dialect patterns, and even 

communicate with native speakers of dialects through special platforms [9]. 

   Artificial intelligence technologies can significantly improve the performance of dialect 

dictionaries. Machine learning algorithms can process large amounts of data, analyze dialect features 

and offer the user the most suitable options. This will help make dictionaries more accurate and useful 

for learning dialects [10]. 
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Dialect dictionaries play an important role in preserving unique linguistic features that may 

be lost due to globalization and language standardization. With the help of dialect dictionaries, 

different dialects can be documented and studied, preserving them for future generations. Thus, 

dialect dictionaries become not only a learning tool, but also a means of preserving cultural heritage. 

   Comparing dialect dictionaries across languages can face translation and localization 

challenges. Translators must take into account not only lexical differences, but also cultural and social 

aspects associated with dialects. This requires a deep understanding of language and culture, as well 

as specialized knowledge of dialectology [11]. 

   With the development of the Internet and mobile applications, interactive dialect dictionaries 

are becoming increasingly popular. They offer the user a more convenient and interactive way to 

learn a language. For example, such dictionaries may offer audio pronunciations of words, audio 

examples of usage, and the ability to ask questions and receive answers from experts [12]. 

With the development of multimedia technologies, the future of dialect dictionaries may be 

associated with the use of video, audio and graphics. For example, such dictionaries can present words 

and their meanings in the form of short videos or animations, which helps to better understand the 

context and use of a word [13]. 

   With the development of artificial intelligence, dialect dictionaries can become even more 

efficient and convenient. AI can offer personalized recommendations and tips based on each user's 

preferences and learning style. Also, with the help of AI, you can create additional functions such as 

automatic translation, speech synthesis and much more. 

Here are some examples of programs with which it is possible to master various dialects. 

Dialectic Dict app. This is a mobile application that combines all the above-mentioned 

technologies. It offers interactive and multimedia experiences and uses artificial intelligence for 

personalized learning. The user can listen to the pronunciation of words, watch video examples of 

use and receive recommendations for more effective language learning [14]. 

   Dialectic AI project. This project is dedicated to the development of a dialect dictionary using 

artificial intelligence. It offers automatic translation, speech synthesis and other innovative features. 

The project also offers the possibility of adding new languages and dialects to ensure a wider reach 

of users [15]. 

CONCLUSION 

We emphasize that dialect dictionaries play an important role in language learning, as they 

allow researchers and students to dive deeper into the study of dialects and their features. They 

contribute to the expansion of vocabulary, understanding of grammatical features and the study of 

phonetic features of the language. The use of dialect dictionaries is an important step in learning a 

language and understanding its diversity, and comparative analysis of dictionary data in different 

languages allows us to see the differences and similarities between them. Also, the dialect dictionary 

is a tool that, for two centuries, has contributed to the movement of progress and the development of 

interterritorial interaction and interstate relations. 
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